
From Brian Funai <bfunai@hawaii.rr.com> 
Sent Monday, October 11, 2010 9:36 pm

To hihwmanagementplan@noaa.gov 
Subject HIHWNMS MPR Expansion and Inclusion of Additional Species

Aloha,
 
I would like to express my concern and OPPOSITION to considerations of boundary
expansion of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary and
inclusion of other species within this Sanctuary.
 
1. I believe the current boundary was established at a specific time and under
certain conditions for purposes of conserving the humpback whale. Expanding this
boundary does not make sense as today, we no longer have or are rapidly reducing
commercial whaling and the humpback whale is making a marked recovery.
 
2. Adding other species to this sanctuary also does not make sense since, as
mentioned in 1., the boundary was established specifically for the humpback whale.
This simply sounds to me like an attempt to keep an outdated and inappropriate
spatial designation. In addition, including other species within this designated area
would be a duplication of expense to the taxpayer as the Endangered Species Act
provides for geographical considerations in measures that can be taken to protect
other endangered species.
 
3. I agree that the HIHWMS’ original efforts to promote public education and outreach
should be continued, with or without the HIHWMS, to further protect and conserve
endangered species.
 
I agree that it is time to re‐evaluate the purpose and effectiveness of the HIHWMS
but am in opposition to the notion that this re‐evaluation be for the reasons of or
include expansion and inclusion of additional species.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian F. Funai
45‐019 Ka Hanahou Circle
Kaneohe, HI 96744
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